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Church vs. World 


The experience of recent years has shown that the courageous witness of 
the church and of Christian people, under many varying conditions, to a 


loyalty higher than the state has won the attention of secular-minded and 


indifferent people and has been the means of the conversion of many. An 


uncritical conformity to existing order is a case of the salt having lost its 
savor. Not only is righteousness not thus advanced; neither is the cause 
of God in the world in its ultimate te ‘ms—the drawing of men toward God 
as the central allegiance in communion with their fellows similarly moti- 
vated. When the opinions of the Christian and the attitudes of the church 
are merely a reflection of the conventional emotions of the society in which 
the church lives and works, then obviously the church will not commend 
itself to men as the means of salvation of our common life nor represent 
anything that can lead beyond things on earth. —JAMES A. PIKE, dean of the 


Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York, in Doing the Truth, just published by Double- 
day & Co. 











Letters to the Editors 





Others Run Away from Realities Too 





Escape vs. Success 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In answer to your “inquiry” (OUTLOOK, 
Feb. 21) concerning the Peale propaganda, 
two observations are in order as I see it: 

1. In times of unrest and enforced worry 
facing what seems disaster, history re- 
veals two tendencies: (a) One: Resort 
to external means of escape as by 
initiations, ritualisms, and symbols, which 
usually take the form of cults. The variety 
known to us as characteristic of the first 
century are called “mystery religions.” 
They were not unpopular. 

The other tendency (b), a reversion to 
outmoded dogmatism, social or religious, 
neglect of which had caused the conditions 
of despair and the present practice of 
which provided escape without requiring 
either social or religious responsibility. 
Sadduceeism and Phariseeism both had 
their roots in this form of escape. 

The philosophers, not to be ignored, also 
provided techniques for escape; and are 
known to us as Cynicism, Skepticism, Epi- 





And Take up His Cross 


If any man would come after me, let 
him ... take up his cross —Mark 8:34. 
Read verses 34-38. 


Here are words unbelievably rich in 
the associations of the Christian cen- 
turies. Jesus now saw the price of his 
redemptive mission—a cross against the 
skyline where those who followed him 
looked for a throne. No wonder they pro- 
tested. His very words were strange. 

Consider this morning, in the light 
of twenty Christian centuries, the cen- 
trality of the cross in Christian faith 
and theology. Consider also its central- 
ity in our lives, the meaning of “my 
cross.” 

Love and loyalty always ask for us the 
unsought and the unescapable. They are 
always, in some way or another, among so 
many other things, the price of courage. 
They are what love and duty always ask: 
that we should see things through to the 
end at any cost. They are pains to be 
borne without complaint, losses to be 
endured, sorrows to wait for assuage- 
ment, sacrifices to be laid upon some 
altar—who can say? 

Every life road leads across some slope 
of the hill of the cross, but in the end the 
victory of the spirit and love can make of 
a cross a throne. 

O Thou, who dost make for us the 
ways of our lives and hast left no pilgrim- 
age without its cross, enable us willingly 
to endure what we did not seek and, 
accepting our own crosses, find in them 
power and peace; in his name who trans- 
figured the cross. AMEN. 

—GAIUS GLENN ATKINS in The Fellow- 


ship of Prayer, distributed by the National 
Council of Churches. Used by permission. 


cureanism, Eclecticism, and Stoicism. All 
escape proposals promise success by flight 
from reality. Dr. Peale is not an escapist 
as he promises success by facing reality 
if only by “thought control.” 

2. There is nothing un-Protestant in Dr. 
Peale’s emphasis on How to Succeed, and 
nothing new. That has been a current 
theme of Protestant preaching ever since 
the Reformation, mainly by denouncing 
evil as a barrier to success! In my days 
at Southwestern we read avidly Marden’s 
books on how to succeed so that we might 
be great preachers! And ecclesiastical 
historians seem, with some caution it is 
true, to give approval to the Weber- 
Tawney argument that the Protestant 
emphasis on work, thrift, and saving did 
much to open the way for modern eco- 
nomic theory and practice. It was a 
Presbyterian elder, Adam Smith, who 
provided the confirming textbook, al- 
though his first volume on the Moral 
Sentiments is seldom appealed to. This 
formula for success did not advise escape 
but the control of the environment by 
the “power of positive thinking.” A hur- 
ried look at the advertisements of re- 
ligious books will show that a good many 
of the brethren think well of the power 
of positive thinking! 

But although it fits in in part with 
Protestantism in theory it seems to me to 
fail just where it succeeds, for if it will 
not run away from reality, it does not 
face forward to the Kingdom of God. The 
church is not and devices within the 
church are not the Kingdom of God. They 
are instruments of that Kingdom. If I 
have interpreted Dr. Peale’s formula cor- 
rectly, the Kingdom if not ignored, is at 
most an afterthought, after one has been 
made successful to secular adjustment. I 
have heard sermons in the Southern Pres- 
byterian pulpits that did not go beyond 
Dr. Peale’s formula. Perhaps he should 
not be reproached for his successful ad- 
vertising; for from all sources we are 
assured, “It pays to advertise.’ Person- 
ally I wish he didn’t advertise religion 
in the way he does; but we know that the 
good Dr. Peale is alive. 

And don’t forget that the Southern 
Presbyterian Church just recently ran 
away from the realities! 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. GrorcE LANG. 


Quack Doctor’s Panacea 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


... The question of Dr. Peale’s popular 
success goes deeper. Some years ago I 
heard a missionary from China refer to 
our Bible, as he held it up before the 
audience, as “classical” literature. He 
was perfectly right, and people today in 
many of our churches don’t read it or 
study it simply because it demands some 
thought. 

I often tell people that while our little 
books of daily devotion are good, they 
must lead us to read the Bible as a whole 
and with open, thoughtful minds. They 
do not do this. It is too difficult. It 
arouses painful thoughts, and frequently 
any thought is painful. 

As the recent article in The Reporter 
indicated, there is little form or sequence 
to Dr. Peale’s writings. It is endless re- 
iteration. And the troubles he seeks to 
remedy, in people’s lives, lie farther below 


the surface than his thoughts penetrate. 

Our forefathers in Scotland, Holland 
and on the continent, and also in our own 
country years ago, knew the Bible and 
argued its various ideas pro and con end- 
lessly. People don’t know it today and 
don’t stretch their minds to understand 
it. It is a sort of quack doctor’s panacea 
for curing everything by some easy “ad. 
justment” or superficial remedy. Modern 
psychology has brought back in to respec- 
tability just the thing that much modern 
thought has discarded, the idea of some. 
thing wrong with man’s deepest being, 
as the Scriptures teach us. Peale does not 
deal with this. 

I have no recent experience except out 
her¢ on the Coast, for twenty-five years. 
But as I have seen it and talked with other 
interested teachers, lack of knowledge of 
the Bible is abysmal. (One of my SS. 
teachers, and a “leader” in the woman's 
work here for years, asked me if the 
author of the Gospel of John and the let- 
ters of John was John the Baptist! ). 

As I see it, this is the deeper significance 
of the success of Dr. Peale. Giving the 
people, and probably most of them nominal 
Christians, just what they want. “Like 
people, like priest.” I wish I knew how to 
cure this. I try to teach the Scriptures 
from the pulpit. It does not bring “popu- 
larity” but some people seem to welcome 
it and seem to grow because of it. That 
is the best I know at present. 

I have used the ‘Faith and Life” ma- 
terial in our church since it first came 
out. It is constructive—for those who will 
use it. 

Epwarp W. Perry. 
Live Oak, Calif. 


Not Result of “Thinking” 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Concerning Dr. Peale’s “approach,” let 
Scripture answer. 

Galatians 5:22 says that “love, joy, 
peace, etc.”—all desirable experiences, are 
the fruit of the Spirit and not the result 
of controlled thinking—‘“positive” or oth- 
erwise. 

In Colossians, the Apostle Paul is zeal- 
ous for the pre-eminence of Christ in all 
things (1:8), and warns (2:8) against 
anything of human origin—philosophy, 
psychology, etc.—that might come to sup- 
plant him in the believer’s experience. 

Joun R. Woopcock, Stated Clerk. 
Presbytery of Syracuse, N. Y. 


Kind Words 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I want to join my good friends in con- 
gratulating you on the merger. It will be 
a fine medium of understanding and good- 
WHE. ..; 

C. L. SHELBY. 
Seymour, Texas, en route to Athens, La. 
~ * = 


Congratulations on the merger of THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK and The Presby- 
terian Tribune. I have read and enjoyed 
both. It is refreshing to know that we 
can still unite in some way with our 
brothers north of the Mason-Dixon line. 
We younger ministers are wondering, “O 
Lord, how long?” 

Keep up the good work. It seems to me 
that the question of “spiritual unity” and 
“organic union” has boiled down to the 
old riddle of which comes first, the chicken 
or the egg. The hens have fallen down 
on the job. 

WILLiaM B. ABBortT. 
Berryville, Va. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492: 


night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Presbytery Calls 
For Church Mergers 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—A _ ‘Declara- 
ticn on Church Strategy,” adopted by the 
Presbytery of Philadelphia urged 
churches of the denomination in over- 
churched areas to merge. 

“Interests of the Kingdom of God 
would be best served if competitive 
churches were merged or relocated,” it 
said. 

“When a church contemplates removal, 
careful consideration should be given to 
maintaining an adequate Christian wit- 
ness in the neighborhood; the Protestant 
population and the churches in the area 
should be studied, and every effort made 
to sell the property to an approved denom- 
inational group. It is our responsibility 
to cooperate also in an interdenomina- 
tional approach to the establishment of 
new churches.” 

As the first step toward “practical mer- 
ger,” fashionable Bethlehem Presbyterian 
church, on North Broad Street, has voted 
to merge with Holy Trinity, some blocks 
to the north in the Logan section of the 
city. 

This will unite two white congregations 
ina predominately white section. It also 
will permit the joining of Bethlehem’s 
large facilities, which are now in a Negro 
area, to two existing Negro groups— 
Berean Presbyterian church and_ the 
Camac Center, a presbytery-sponsored 
settlement center. 

The proposal anticipates that Benja- 
min F. Glasco, Berean’s pastor, would 
head this expanded program as one of the 
largest Negro Presbyterian centers in the 
US. 


Easter TV Film 
On 400 Stations 


New York (RNS)—A new 44-minute 
film dramatizing the Easter message 
will be shown on nearly 400 television 
stations in the U.S., Alaska and Hawaii 
during Holy Week, it was announced 
here, 

The movie, ‘“The Day Before Easter,” 
was produced for the Broadcasting and 
Film Commission of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches by Family Films of Hol- 
lywood. 

S. Franklin Mack, commission execu- 
tive director, said the story revolves 
around a paralyzed Korean war veteran, 
4 grief-stricken mother, a clergyman, and 
the latter’s rebellious daughter. 


Free Rides to Church 


SILVER SPRING, Mp. (RNS)—A bus 
company official here said an offer of 
free rides to church on Sunday morn- 
ings had created more good will than 
any other venture the company has 
ever undertaken. 

Thomas J. Parran, Jr., president of 
the Suburban Transit Company, which 
serves Montgomery County, Md., ad- 
jacent to Washington, D.C., said he 
received over 200 letters of thanks the 
first week the free bus service was of- 
fered. 

Among those who expressed appre- 
ciation, he said, were the pastors of all 
churches served by the line. 


Benevolences Make Slow 
Start in New Church Year 


Presbyterian, U. S., benevolences re- 
ceived by the agencies from the churches 
for the first two months of the church year 
are reported through Feb. 28 as follows: 

Annuities and Relief (Atlanta), $36,188; 
8% of the year’s approved budget. 

Christian Education (Richmond), $13,- 
530; 2.5%. 

Church 
2.19%. 


Extension (Atlanta), $40,067; 


General Fund (Atlanta), $29,018; 3.73%; 
Interchurch Agencies, $769; 3.9%. 

World Missions (Nashville), $158,623; 
5.2%. 


LOUISVILLE FELLOWSHIPS—Four Louisville Seminary seniors awarded 
fellowships to aid in graduate study are shown here (left to right): 


USA Benevolences 
Show 18% Increase 

An increase of 18.11% over last year 
has been recorded by Presbyterian, USA, 
boards and agencies in benevolences re- 
ceived during the first two months of the 
new year. The increase amounts to $128,- 
641, with total receipts standing at $838,- 
828.- These sums do not include those 
from women’s organizations. 

Some agencies receive greater propor- 
tions at some seasons than others because 
of special needs, therefore the scale is 
not uniform. Receipts reported show: 


National Missions $229,695; increase, 
$25,424. 

Foreign Missions $190,686; increase, 
$21,105. 

Christian Education $96,762; increase, 
$10,710. 


Theological Education $23,864; increase, 
$2,642. 

American Bible Society $3,578; increase, 
$396. 

Pensions $25,163; increase, $1,354. 

General Services $262,614; increase, $65,- 
756. 

National Council of Churches $3,699; in- 
crease, $801. 

World Council of Churches $2,767; in- 
crease, $453. 


SUMMER CONFERENCE SCHED- 
ULE (Presbyterian, U. S. & USA) 
Next page. 

MINISTERS’ VACATION 

EXCHANGE—page 12. 











Douglas 


C. Chase, Tonawanda, N. Y., Walker Fellowship; Thomas L. Jones, Pitts- 

burgh, Pa., Anderson Fellowship; Conrad G. Crow, Mullens, W. Va., Noyes 

Fellowship; and Thornton W. Tucker, Laurel, Miss., Class of 1941 Fellow- 
ship. 








Atlanta Center Plans 
TV Fund Campaign 


ATLANTA, GAa.—(RNS)—Launching of 
a campaign to raise $250,000 to enable 
the Protestant Radio and Television Cen- 
ter here to ‘“‘make our dreams in the field 
of television come true as they have in 
radio” was voted by the Center’s board 
of trustees. 

The interdenominationally owned and 
operated center distributes religious radio 
program to several hundred stations in 
the U.S. and to the Armed Forces radio 
network. Some of its programs also are 
beamed behind the Iron Curtain by the 
Voice of America. 


SUMMER CONFERENCES 








Presbyterian, U. S. 

MONTREAT, N. C. 

(Near Black Mountain) 

June 20-24, Young Adults. 

June 21-27, Presbyterian Educational 
Assn. 

June 23-28, Women’s Advisory Council. 

June 29-July 6, Women's Training School. 

July 7-12, Directors of Christian 
Education. 

July 8-10, Superintendents’ conf. 

July 7-11, Children’s Work Council. 

July 12-21, Leadership School. 

July 21-28, Musie conf. 

July 28-Aug. 3, World Missions 

Aug. 4-11, Church Extension conf. 

Aug. 9-10, Stated Clerks’ Assn. 

Aug. 16-18, Ministers’ Wives’ Forum. 

Aug. 11-21, Bible conference. 

Aug. 15-22, Assembly’s Youth Council. 

Aug. 22-26, Westminster Fellowship study 
and leadership conf. 

Aug. 26-51, Christian Faculty cont. 


conf. 


VASSANETTA SPRINGS, VA. 

(Near Harrisonburg) 

June 10-12, Young Adults. 

June 13-19, Pioneer camp. 

June 20-26, Virginia Music Camp. 

June 27-July 2, Regional youth leadership 
school. 

July 18-22, Junior and Pioneer Leaders. 

July 22-24, Men’s conference. 

July 25-31, Women of the Church. 

Aug. 15-28, Bible conference. 


MO-RANCH, Hunt, Texas 

June 8-15, Senior Hi Fellowship. 

June 24-26, Men-at-Mo-Ranch. 

June 27-July 1, Youth Leadership school. 
July 8-10. Church officers conf. 

July 8-10, Church School administration. 
July 11-17, Church Extension conf. 

July 23-24, Business women. 

July 25-30, Women's conf. 

Aug. 1-9, School for Christian Teachers. 
Aug. 10-17, Senior Hi Fellowship. 

Aug. 17-24, Laboratory school. 

Aug. 17-24, Church Music school. 

Aug. 25-Sept. 1, Student conf. 

Sept. 2-5, Young Adults. 


Presbyterian, USA 


REGIONAL Leadership Schools: 


June 12-18, School of the South, Maryville 
College, Tenn. (Preceded by a week— 
June 6-12—of special training for lead- 


ers of Small Church Project.) 


July 11-22, Wooster, Ohio, School. 

July 11-22, School of the Southwest, Alli- 
son-James School, Santa Fe, N. M. (In- 
cluding a Small Church Project.) 

Aug. 1-12, School of the Midwest, Hastings 
College, Neb. (Will include a Day Camp 
section.) 

Aug. 1-12, School of the Northwest, Lewis 
and Clark College, Portland, Ore. 


SYNOD SCHOOLS 
Southern California: 
San Diego, July 10-15 
Long Beach, July 31-Aug. 5, commuter 
school. 

Pacific Palisades #1 and #2, Aug. 7-20. 
Pacific Palisades Women’s Schools #1 
and #2, June 26-July 1; Aug. 21-26 

Northern California: 
San Francisco Seminary, San Anselmo, 
July 11-22. 
Illinois, James Millikin 
catur, July 10-16 & 17-23. 
Indiana, Camp Kosciusko, Winona Lake, 
Aug. 21-28. 


University, De- 


Iowa, Coe College, Cedar Rapids, 
July 24-30. 

Kansas, College of Emporia, June 12-18. 

Michigan, Alma College, Aug. 21-27. 

Minnesota, Macalester College, St. Paul, 
June 26-July 1. 

Montana, Rocky Mountain College, 
Billings, June 26-July 1. 

New Jersey, Drew University, Madison, 
July 10-16 & 17-23. 

New York, Wells College, Aurora, 
July 11-23. 

North Dakota, Jamestown College, 
July 24-29. 

Oklahoma, Tulsa University, 
July 31-Aug. 6. 

Pennsylvania, Wilson College, Chambers- 
burg, July 17-Aug. 6 

Texas, Presbyterian Encampment, 
Buffalo Gap, June 20-24. 

Wyoming, Big Horn conf., Story, 
July, 10-15. 

Cincinnati Commuter School, July 10-15. 

Chicago Commuter School, Roseland Ave- 
nue church, Aug. 21-26. 





Purpose of the Regional 
or Area Schools 


To train leaders in the art of teaching 
other teachers and leaders in the total 
program of Christian educaticn. 

Primarily to train leaders: (1) for the 
synod, presbytery and community leader- 
ership training schools; (2) for leadership 
in Christian education projects of various 
nature conducted in synod and presbytery; 
(3) who will have ability to provide guid- 
ance and supervisicn for Christian educa- 
tion workers in the local church. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Primarily a place for the training of indi- 
vidual church leadership. 

To supplement the type of training that 
should be conducted in the _ individual 
churches. 

To provide incentive for advanced train- 
ing (such as attendance at Regional— 
Area Schools). 

To train leaders in various phases of 
Christian education. 

To provide a spirit of comradeship and 
fellowship for leaders within a synod. 
To provide training for indigenous lead- 
ership. 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio telephone panel, are 
Oswald Delgado of the Tims Memorial church, Lutz, Fla.; and Samuel 
D. McCammon of the Fairfield church, Richmond, Va. 


SABBATH 
The Bible says, “Remember the Sab- 
hath Day to keep it holy.” Saturday is 
the seventh day. Is everybody wrong 
but the Seventh Day Adventists? Why 
den’t the churches unite in observing 
Saturday instead of Sunday? 


McCammon: The Christian church 
has followed the practice of the early 
church which celebrated the resurrection 
of Jesus on the first day of the week 
(Sunday). The religious significance of 
the Old Testament Sabbath has been car- 
ried over to our Christian Lord’s Day. 
The life and resurrection of Jesus are 
more significant than the law given at Mt. 
Sinai. 

Where does Christ say that the Sab- 
bath shall be changed from Saturday to 
Sunday as a memorial of his resurrec- 
tion instead of a memorial to the crea- 
tion? 

McCammon: _ I know of no such pas- 
sage in Scripture. However, lest we put 
undue emphasis on the Sabbath, let us 
bear in mind the Apostle Paul’s injunc- 
tion: “Therefore, let no one pass judg- 


ment on you in questions of food... 
or a sabbath. These are only a shadow 
of what is to come; but the substance be- 
longs to Christ” (Col. 2:16-17). 


MORTAL SIN 
What is sin? (I 
516-17) ? 

DeLcapo: ‘The scripture in question 
refers to two sins; one, ‘a sin not unto 
death,” and the other “‘a sin unto death.” 
The verses do not identify the two types 
and we cannot divide them into “mortal” 
and “venial” sins on the authority of this 
passage. We can be certain, however, 
that the “sin unto death” is not any one 
particular sin more grievous than others. 
It refers to a state or condition of habit- 
ual sinning, wilfully indulged in despite 
our knowledge that it is wrong in the 
sight of God. This persistent choice to 
abide in the darkness when the light is 
offered and known, results in spiritual 
death. John 3:16-21 is a further com- 
mentary on the meaning of the verses in 
question, and also throws light on Jesus 
statement that men would be forgiven all 
except sinning against the Holy Spirit. 
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Women Are People 


T HAS been a man’s world for a long 

time. It is a little hard to give up. 
Nevertheless a distinguished anthropolo- 
gist said recently that women are superior 
to men. In these days when survival is 
a common subject of discussion, we hear 
the same man saying that on the whole, 
women are better equipped to survive than 
men. Apparently, the fact that women 
have an average age span six years longer 
than men is not due to the fact that men 
worked harder, as we had assumed. 

For nineteen centuries, man has been 
admitting, little by little, woman’s place 
in the world. In our own country the 
pace of recognition was increased phe- 
nomenally when we entered World War I. 
Women began to work in factories. And 
production increased! ‘There has been 
no stopping them. Fifty-three women 
have served in the United States Congress. 
Two have served in the President’s cabi- 
net. The treasurer of the United States 
is a woman. 


But in the Church— 

We have said that there has been no 
stopping them, but church men have per- 
haps tried hardest to stop them. Where 
top-level administrative and policy-mak- 
ing positions have gone to women in busi- 
ness, industry, the military, and in local, 
state and national govenrments, precious 
few similar positions in the church have 
been given up by the men. In the local 
church, many a man has announced de- 
cisions from the pew and from the pulpit 
which were predicated on the assumption 
ihat the women would do the work in- 
volved. In the wider church circles, 
until recently there has been compara- 
tively little thought given to the matter. 

The ecumenical encounter, as we like 
to call it, has forced Christians to give 
new thought to our disunity as churches. 
It has not been hard to find the scripture 
passages regarding the one church. It 
has been much harder to comprehend any 
way in which the wholeness of the church 
can be restored. But we have discovered 
one thing; wholeness involves more than 
reunion of the segments of the church 
which exist under hundreds of names, 
insurmountable as that problem may ap- 
pear. Wholeness also will demand, among 
other matters, a solution of the man- 
woman relationship in the church as 
text as proof that men should decide what 
“first-class and second-class” members. 

“There is neither male nor female; 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus” 
(Galatians 3:28). That’s what Paul 


DR. SHORT is professor of Church History at 
the College of the Bible, Lexington, Ken- 
tucky. He is a member of the United Church 
Women’s committee on Women in the 
Churches. 
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By HOWARD ELMO SHORT 


said! Yet, Matthew 19:4 and Mark 
10:6 have Jesus reiterating Genesis 1:27 
that, ‘“God made them male and female.” 
Since Jesus was talking about marriage 
this seems to be faint proof that he was 
trying to separate them into two classes 
when they became Christians. Further- 
more, Jesus went on to say that “The two 
shall become one” in marriage. In the 
church we remain two, and it is a highly 
improbable exegesis that would cite this 
the function of women should be in the 
church, 

Disposing of this text does not satisfy 
the Biblical exegete on the subject. 
Thought and writing on the matter of 


women’s place in the church is divided 
between the theological approach and a 
sociological explanation. Without at- 
tempting to rule out one and adopt the 
other exclusively, the church of our gen- 
eration certainly will have to struggle 
with the question: Just how shall we 
understand the scriptural references to 
women? Are they all to be taken “liter- 
ally” as a blue-print for building our 
church life, or must we ferret out the 
basic teaching from the setting which 
mirrors the sociological pattern of the 
first century ? 

As early as 1895, the Rev. Peter Z. 
Easton settled the issue in a pamphlet 
entitled, “Does Woman Represent God ?” 
It took him twenty pages to say that the 


New Policies in Missions 
By DAVID G. MOSES 


NE aspect of the missionary policy 

in India in the immediate future 
will be to shift from denominational mis- 
sions to an ecumenical mission. The 
day of denominational missions, in my 
opinion, has come to an end; it has served 
its purpose. It preached the gospel with 
a concentrated fervor; it kept an intimate 
and personal relation between the Chris- 
tian Church founded in the so-called mis- 
sion field and the mother church in the 
countries of the missionaries. But it 
gave, unintentionally and because of a 
psychological and sociological necessity, 
not only the pure gospel of Jesus Christ 
but the western structural organizational 
forms as well. In giving more than the 
gospel, its donation was not munificent; 
it was malignant; it sterilized the possi- 
bility of the genuinely new Christian com- 
munity arising, a community expressing 
in a spontaneous way the necessary eccle- 
siastical structure following the accept- 
ance of the gospel. It sowed the seeds of 
division at its very inception and all the 
travail that we now have to unite the 
churches are its result... . 

Missionary policy in the future will be 
oriented towards the building up of the 
existing churches, towards the intensifi- 
cation of their life-witness and sense of 
mission. In other words, missions will 
have to be in the future not missions to 
the non-Christian but to the Christian 


DR. MOSES is president of Hislop College, 
Nagpur, India. This year he is the Henry 
W. Luce professor of World Christianity at 
Union Seminary, New York. He is looked 
upon as one of the leaders of the Asian 
Christian Movement. These remarks were 
made at the recent meeting of the North 
American Advisory Committee to the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. 








churches. This policy is what seems to 
be called for in the present situation. 
There are many reasons: (1) several 
countries are increasingly restrictive in 
their admission of foreign missionaries 
to do evangelistic work in their countries; 
(2) the most effective and natural way 
of winning people for Christ and estab- 
lishing them in the new community of the 
church is for the Christian in each coun- 
try to carry the gospel to his non-Chris- 
tian fellow-countrymen; (3) the possi- 
bility that a new political order may arise 
in India which is inimical to Christianity 
and which may cut off all connection with 
the world church. .. . 


Another aspect of this new missionary 
policy will refer to a redefinition of the 
several dimensions of the gospel, to a 
rediscovery of its length and breadth, its 
height and depth, that the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is a seamless garb with the redemp- 
tive word for the whole of life. Chris- 
tians in the younger churches have a 
vague idea that the gospel of Jesus Christ 
has something to do with the social, edu- 
cational and physical aspects of human 
life. For the missions have always had 
schools and colleges, hospitals and social 
centers. But they are yet to learn that 
the church has a prophetic task of il- 
luminating and laying bare the evils and 
injustices of society by turning the gospel 
light on them and that it is part of the 
mission of the church to fight against 
wrongs and crusade against evils. The 
younger churches are yet to get into the 
living stream of the cultural life of their 
peoples and countries and there is a task 
for the new missionary policy to under- 
ae 








answer is “NO!” His thesis was that 
“woman does not represent\yGod, never 
has and never will,” and that the doctrine 
of women’s rights is “the complete em- 
bodiment of Satanic malice and malig- 
nity.” Of course he found scripture to 
prove the conclusion with which he had 
started. 


The “W” Questions 


For more than a hundred years now, 
we have known the basic questions to 
ask in the historical study of the Bible. 
We can never learn the answer to the 
question, “What does this text mean?” 
if we ask it first off. Always the first 
questions to ask are the ““W” questions: 
Who wrote this, to whom did he write, 
and why? What was the condition under 
which it was written, and what was the 
situation of those to whom it was written. 

Such an approach to the search for 
the biblical answer to the place of women 
in the church makes the best possible use 
of both biblical theology and sociology. 

Starting from this point of view to 
conclude that “it is shameful for a woman 
to speak in church” (I Cor. 14:35) in 
the twentieth century would be as untrue 
to the New Testament as to interpret 
verse 26 in this passage to mean that men 
could not worship together unless “each 
one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a 
tongue, or an interpretation.” Yet, some 
are saying that we must deal with Leviti- 
cus 15 and decide whether an “unclean” 
woman should handle holy things. To 
read this chapter as Christian “law,” 
without an attempt to relate its teaching 
to the social situation of those for whom 
it was Hebrew law, seems to be throwing 
all reason out of the window prior to 
opening the Bible. 

It seems reasonable to conclude that no 
proper theological interpretation of the 
place of women in the church can be 
arrived at, except as the biblical passages 
are interpreted in the light of the day in 
which they were written. Having de- 
cided to study the matter that way, one 
would conclude that the Bible teaches that 
women are capable of the same sins and 
the same virtues as men, The Ananias 
and Sapphira and Aquila and Priscilla 
incidents indicate that a Christian woman 
is equally responsible with her husband 
for Christian service. As a matter of 
fact, the experiences of the resurrection 
morn indicate that women are sometimes 
more sensitive to truth than men. 


What Specific Tasks? 

But what about “specifics”? Even if 
the modern church should grant all that 
has been said so far, and assume the 
equality of men and women in the sight 
of God, this would not settle the ques- 
tions that are being widely discussed by 
men and women in the church today. 
What specific functions can be safely 
intrusted tc women? By all means, the 
raising of a considerable portion of the 
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budget: is their “duty.” Certainly they 
ought to teach in the church school. I 
know a congregation that needed a church 
school teacher badly and only a woman 
was qualified and available. She was 
permitted to do so by the elders on the 
ground that the scriptures teach that a 
woman must keep silent “in church,” 
ind say nothing about Sunday School! 
There are also other places where they 
can “serve.” Why? Is this where the 
Bible puts them or is this where men and 
social custom put them? These are ques- 
tions that no single member of one par- 
ticular church has a right to try to an- 
swer for other Christians. A custom has 
become doctrine in the churches, in vary- 
ing degrees. It cannot be expected that 
we will be able to distinguish the one 
from the other in this matter any more 
quickly than we have in other aspects 
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of the Christian, religion. 

We must try, however. Many men 
think that many women just want recog- 
nition. The trouble is quite the con- 
verse; Many women are quite satisfied 
with the status quo. It could be that 
both are wrong. It could be that bond 
and free, Jew and Greek, male and femal 
are actually all one in Christ. 

It could be that God’s will for women 
is the same as his will for man—absolute 
devotion to service. 

It could be that most of the limitations 
of service that men and women together 
have conspired to place upon women are 
human and not divine decisions. 

It could be that women are people, 
and that their place in the church is to 
be determined upon individual ability, 
consecration and willingness—and that 
sex has nothing to do with it. 








When “Let” Means ‘Hinder’ 


By LUTHER A. WEIGLE 


If you will turn to your Webster’s 
New International Dictionary you will 
discover that there are two verbs spelled 
and pronounced exactly alike, let, which 
come from two distinct Anglo-Saxon 
roots. The one verb “let” means to 
hinder, impede or prevent; the other 
means just the opposite, to permit or al- 
low. Both were in current use in 1611; 
both are used in the Bible and in Shakes- 
peare. But only the second remains a 
part of living English today; the first 
survives only as a noun in the legal 
phrase “without let or hindrance” and 
in the game of tennis, where anything 
that interrupts or hinders the game and 
requires a point to be played again is 
called a “let.” 

In Shakespeare’s Henry V, the Duke 
of Burgundy, suing for peace with Eng- 
land, and speaking of the ruin that con- 
tinued war entails, says: 

“my speech entreats 
That I may know the let, why gentle Peace 


Should not expel these inconveniences 
And bless us with her former qualities.” 


Dean Emeritus Weigle of the Yale 
Divinity School, chairman of the 
Standard Bible Committee, is pro- 
viding a series of brief studies on 
the changes in meaning of words 
in the King James Version of the 
Bible, indicating the need for the 
newer words which are found in 
the RSV. He is the author of a 
small booklet, just published, call- 
ed “Bible Words That Have 
Changed in Meaning,”” Thomas 
Nelson & Sons, N. Y., 35¢, paper. 


When Hamlet's friends seek to restrain 
him from following the beckoning ghost 
of his father, he cries: 
“Unhand me, gentlemen. 
By heaven, I’ll make a ghost of him that 
lets me.” 

This obsolete use of the verb “let” ap- 
pears three times in the King James Ver- 
sion of the Bible. In Isaiah 43:13 God 
speaks through the prophet: “There is 
none that can deliver out of my hand: 
I will work, and who shall let it?” The 
revised versions have “who can hinder 
it?” Paul, writing to the Romans (1:13) 
tells that he had “oftentimes purposed” 
to come to them, but that he ‘“‘was let 
hitherto”; the Revised Standard Version 
renders this, ‘‘I have often intended to 
come to you, but thus far have been pre- 
vented.” 

The other occurrence is in 2 Thessa- 
lonians 2:6-7, where the King James 
Version reads: 


“And now ye know what withholdeth 
that he might be revealed in his time. For 
the mystery of iniquity doth already work: 
only he who now letteth will let, until 
he be taken out of the way.” 


The obscurity of these verses is in- 
creased by the use of the word “letteth” 
in verse 7 for the Greek word which was 
translated “‘withholdeth” in verse 6. The 
Revised Standard Version reads: 


“And you know what is restraining him 
now so that he may be revealed in his time. 
For the mystery of lawlessness is already 
at work; only he who now restrains it will 
do so until he is out of the way.” 
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ABOUT THE GIRL SCOUT HANDBOOK 


in view of widespread discus- 
sion of amendments to the Girl 
Scout Handbook (OUTLOOK, 
Jan. 31), this official statement 
from national headquarters is 
published here.—Editors. 


Changes in the text of the Girl Scout 
Handbook (10th edition, fifth impres- 
sion) have been misrepresented in the 
press and on the air as changes in the 
philosophy, program and policies of the 
Girl Scout organization. It has been 
stated that all favorable mention of the 
United Nations has been withdrawn from 
the text; that Girl Scouts are no longer 
encouraged to look beyond the boundaries 
of the United States; that International 
Friendship has been eliminated from the 
program and concept of the organization ; 
even that the word “world” has been en- 
tirely deleted. 

The Handbook contains basic informa- 
tion about the United Nations, including 
a full-page chart of the UN’s structure. 
Study of the UN is necessary to the earn- 
ing of a number of badges through which 
girls can learn explicitly about the UN’s 
function and purpose. 

The Handbook contains a 22-page sec- 
tion called “International Friendship” 
whose introduction says, in part, “.. . 
friendship among people of many na- 
tions . . . begins within your own heart 
and in your own home. It spreads from 
home to home, community to community, 
and country to country. .. . It brings with 
it peace among all people of one nation 
and all peoples of the world.” Some of 
the section headings in the chapter on 
International Friendship are “World 
Neighbor’; “Western Hemisphere”; and 
the text describes the things that girls 
may learn and do to understand and make 
friends with girls across the free world. 


World Association, 1928 


The Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. helped 
to found in 1928 the World Association 
of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts. It is 
today a most active member of that Asso- 
ciation. The chapter in the Handbook 
on International Friendship describes the 
Association, and its emblems which in- 
clude a pin worn by Girl Scouts and Girl 
Guides of 32 countries and a flag which 
is flown at international meetings and 
encampments. For many summers, as it 
will again in 1955, Girl Scouts of the 
U.S.A. through their Juliette Low World 
Friendship Fund, sponsor an extensive 
country-to-country exchange of Girl 
Guide and Girl Scout visitors. 

We feel that the current misunder- 
standing of the import of changes in 
phraseology would have been impossible 
if our critics had read those changes in 
context instead of jumping to conclusions 
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from lists of words and phrases presented 
in isolation from the paragraphs in which 
they occur. 

The changes were made in the text— 
very few in a book of nearly 500 pages— 
to clarify our intent and to remove pos- 
sibility of the continued misrepresenta- 
tion that we are engaged in any form of 
political propaganda. The Girl Scout 
organization is strictly non-political and 
must safeguard that status. Nor did we 
act hastily, as has been alleged. Study 
of possible changes began early in the 
spring of 1954 and was not completed 
until late in June. 


Girl Scouts and the U.N. 


“The Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. is 
an organization pledged to loyalty to 
the United States of America, and 
chartered by the Congress. The Girl 
Scouts of the U.S.A. recognizes the ex- 
isting official relationship of the 
United States of America to the United 
Nations. The Girl Scouts of the 
U.S.A. reaffirms its belief in the prin- 
ciples of the United Nations. In its 
service to the girls of this country as 
future adult citizens, the Girl Scouts 
of the U.S.A. is an observer to the 
United Nations and, in conformity 
with the Girl Scout policies and the 
program of international friendship, 
makes appropriate use of the youth- 
serving activities of the United Na- 
tions.”’ (Restatement of Position by 
Board, October 1954) 





We did not honor the demands of those 
organizations and individuals who en- 
deavored to force us into an isolationist, 
anti-UN ideology. We stood our ground, 
used our own judgment, and tried to pro- 
tect our own program whose purpose, as 
stated in our Constitution, is “to help 
girls become good citizens in their homes, 
communities, the nation, and the world.” 


LeFevre Charges 


Mr. Robert LeFevre, who published an 
article criticizing the Handbook, has been 
credited by the press as having been in- 
strumental in forcing the Girl Scout or- 
ganization to make changes in its Hand- 
book. He himself has made this same 
claim. The truth of the matter is that 
Mr. LeFevre’s article was useful to us 
only as one demonstration of how facts 
can be distorted by people of his point 
of view for their own purposes. Some 
changes had been decided upon before 
his article appeared. Some were made 
subsequently to fortify the text against 
the particular kind of distortion he and 
many others use. 

We would urge everyone who has been 
concerned over the publicity which the 
changes have received to read in its en- 
tirety the Handbook which Girl Scouts 
all over American themselves read and 
use. In the meantime, the Girl Scout 
organization’s obligation is to continue 
to provide a good program for nearly two 
million girls based on our promise to do 
our duty to God and to country. 





THEODORE ROOSEVELT SAID IT: 
Nine-tenths of wisdom con- 
sists in being wise in time. 





The Glory 


Memory is one of the mysteries and 
glories of living beings. The miracle of 
being able to project oneself backward 
through time cannot be explained but it 
can be enjoyed. Equally marvelous is 
the way we can hurl ourselves through 
the years in anticipation. With amaz- 
ing vividness we can relive the past and 
pre-live the future. 


This boundlessness of personality 
makes possible the experience of prayer. 
We are not walled up within ourselves, 
insulated and impervious. We can be 
reached and we can make impacts upon 
other persons. Prayer is the soul’s sincere 
desire expressed in the conscious presence 
of God. Desire can be communicated, 
God’s desires to us and our desires to 
him. We are mysterious creatures sur- 
rounded by a sea of mystery. Reflect on 
these lines of William Wetmore Story: 


Living with Peace of Mind. . 


of Memory 


We sat in the perfect moonlight; 
The stars were dim and rare, 

And above us the elm trees rustled 
In the waves of the cool night air. 


From the olives and vineyard near us 
The kiou-owl plaintively cried, 
And afar o’er the misty hollows 
Its mate with a wail replied. 


We talked of the times of our child- 
hood, 
Of the days forever flown, 
Of their games and their jests and their 
sorrow, 
And the playmates we had known; 


And then there came o’er us a silence, 
While the cypresses sighed over- 
head— 
And dreaming we sat and listened 
To the voices of the dead. 


Sees fo 
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EDITORIAL 


Presbyterian Cooperation 

The Presbyterian, U. S., Committee on 
Cooperation and Union seems to us to 
have taken the only possible action in 
regard to its future responsibilities. For 
one thing, it is asking the General As- 
sembly to change its name to the Commit- 
tee on Inter-Church Relations. That is 
logical, for no one with reason would seek 
to justify at this time a negotiating com- 
mittee in relation to a plan of union, in 
view of the current vote on that question. 

At the same time, there are many inter- 
church responsibilities to be cared for. 
The Assembly itself recognizes this fact 
by its own organization. It has a stand- 
ing committee on inter-church relations, 
along with the rest. Here come the co- 
operative, inter-denominational agencies 

American Bible Societv, National and 
World Councils of Churches, the World 
Presbyterian Alliance, fraternal delegates 
to and from other bodies, celebrations 
and observances cooperatively supported. 

With the possibility of union not before 
us at this time, even the opponents of 
union express their complete willingness 
to engage in a fullscale program of coop- 
eration. In the course of the debates of 
the past vear they have insisted that they 
are not “isolationists” or opposed to work- 
ing with their Christian brethren. So 
thev have called for a program of coop- 
eration instead of one of actual union. 
Therefore, we should be able to face 
such a program which should rightly 
claim the unanimous support of all our 
people. 

In the recent Cincinnati meeting of the 
committees from U. S., USA and United 
Presbyterian bodies, a worthy program 
was outlined for recommendation to the 
respective Assemblies. This will stretch 
our imagination and our vision a bit as 
we are called to plan in terms of the total 














American Presbyterian resources for such 
efforts as a nationwide evangelistic pro- 
gram, or ministering to armed forces per- 
sonnel, or in radio and television. 

The fact that we are separate and dis- 
united churches will hamper these pro- 
grams but at least some of the values of 
union can be realized in a program of 
cooperation. 

Student work programs on many cam- 
puses already benefit by united efforts. 
More needs can be met and more values 
can be realized as this pattern of coop- 
eration is extended. The same is true of 
theological education and of programs for 
men or women or young people. 

The program of conference and com- 
mon planning on the part of the respec- 
tive boards and agencies, already in prog- 
ress, should certainly be continued where 
possible. Agencies responsible for mis- 
sions and education have already reported 
to the churches the possibility of impor- 
tant gains in these fields. 

It would seem, therefore, that few mat- 
ters before the 1955 Assemblies will offer 
a greater opportunity for an advance of 
real proportions than the program of na- 
tionwide cooperation under Presbyterian 
auspices and in a Presbyterian name. 


Follow-up on Billy Graham 


Many people disagree about the merits 
of mass evangelism in general and about 
the work of Billy Graham, the unques- 
tioned champion of mass evangelists of 
our time, in particular. Realizing that 
there are many gates to the Kingdom, 
we have never vet and will not now enter 
the debate on these topics, since it is our 
conviction that people who are helped 
by this approach should not have ob- 
stacles put before them. 

The current point of discussion, on the 
eve of the Graham effort in Scotland, and 
in the midst of a churchwide Presbyterian, 
U. S., effort, points to probable small 
end-results in such campaigns in the 
form of many new converts permanently 
added to the church. 

Statistical studies vary but at best they 
indicate that of the thousands who attend 
these meetings and make their profes- 
sions, a distressingly small proportion 
may ever be fully aligned with the church. 

Such an appraisal does not seem to us 
to point an inquiring finger at the method 
of evangelism or the evangelist so much 
as it does to the integrating effectiveness 
of the church. On similar bases, some- 
thing very discouraging can be shown 
about people who come into the church 
along quieter avenues. Unless they are 
brought into a vital fellowship and given 
a sense of belonging and responsibility, 
many of these fall by the wayside too. 
What we often hear is that we are losing 
members out the back door faster than we 
are receiving them in the front. The 
honest story of what is actually repre- 


sented behind many statistical reports 
would not be comforting. 

Regardless of disagreement about 
evangelistic methods and _ leadership, 
every church, almost without exception, 
needs to find better ways of bringing its 
members into meaningful fellowship. 

In many cases, the question might ap- 
propriately be raised as to whether we 
have any right to add more members 
until we do more with what we have— 
more in the way of integration and more 
to guide them to maturity in Christ. The 
number added in a year is a test of vital- 
ity, but it is only one test, and if those 
who are added are lost from among us, 
then it may not be the most important 
test after all. It may actually be God’s 
judgment upon us. 





Wilbur LaRoe Says: 








Who Runs the Church? We laymen 
too often overlook the fact that we are 
the church and that God expects us to be 
responsible for its successful operation. 
We are prone to think, falsely, that the 
minister is hired to run the church and at 
times we even expect him to be responsible 
for the budget. ‘This is all wrong. We 
laymen should be responsible for all 
church finances. ‘The minister is our 
spiritual adviser and we _ should not 
weaken him by asking him to do our 
work. 


Exchange of Memos. Dear Dr. 
Blake: Most laymen are dissatisfied 
with the part which they play in the 
church. They feel that in most national 
and international gatherings they are 
subordinated. Evanston was distressingl) 
clerical. This is not due to any ag- 
gression or usurpation by the clergy but to 
the devout complacency and want of 
statesmanship on the part of the laymen. 
Do you share my concern about this? 

Dear Dr. La Roe: Of course I share 
your concern. The fault may lie partly 
with the clergy because we perhaps have 
been willing to exploit the lavmen—their 
skills and their money—while at the same 
time not being sufficiently interested in 
them or in their ideas. There is plenty 
of room for teamwork on both sides and 
for further consideration of this matter. 





Partnership. There comes to my desk 
a large advertisement appearing in twenty 
western newspapers and published by 4 
group of cattle and hog buyers and urging 
readers to “attend all farm meetings, 
Church every Sunday, civic affairs . . . 
and give the mind and body all the beauty 
and perfection they can obtain.” Which 
suggests that religion can be mixed with 
business to advantage. The church is 
too much isolated from the business 
world. Why not form a new partnership, 
Church, Business & Co. ? 
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ANTIQUES, REPRODUCTIONS, GIFTS 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“[ know thy works.”—Revelation 3. 


ROADSIDE sign over a_ white 

building reads: Antiques, Repro- 
ductions, Gifts. No doubt there are buy- 
ers for all three. 

It is not only roadside shops that can 
arry such a banner. ‘The Christian 
church, by and large, is of three sorts 
too. Some churches are pure antiques. 
They are not ashamed of it, they adver- 
tise themselves as such. They regard no 
church council and no creed authoritative 
that is less than a thousand years old. 
They pride themselves on the antiquity 
of their church organization, their church 
architecture, their prayers, all their wor- 
ship. Even the language they use in 
church, though it may bear a modern 
name, is far from medern; it is ecclesias- 
tical (i.e. antique) Latin, Greek, Coptic 
or what not. 

There is an undeniable charm about 
such a church. Antiques in the furniture 
line are much sought after; so a church 
which is a genuine antique will never 
jack for adherents. The label, Genuine 
Fourth Century Original, is for many 
persons irresistible. (The label, Genuine 
First Century Original, is always a fake, 
for a comparison of the advertised article 
with the contemporary pictures of the real 
First Century original, shows too many 
striking differences.) One who sleeps 
in an old feur-poster may make his 
drowsing hour more interesting by calling 
to mind the generations of somebody’s 
ancestors who slept in this very bed. 
(Who knows ?—even George Washington 
himself, if the bed came from anywhere 
east of the Alleghenies.) One who sits 
down to a long antique table can drink 
a toast, in black coffee please, to the 
unseen guests of two hundred vears and 
more who at this very table ate, drank 
and were merry. 

So there is a thrill in an ancient liturgy, 
there is a kind of mystic fascination about 
ceremonies and music and even church 
architecture which were not thought up 
last Friday by some bright amateur litur- 
gists from the local college, but which 
have the stamp of centuries on them. For 
some persons there is even a charm about 
antique ideas and sermons and theology. 
That not a single new idea has been 
broached under this roof since the seven- 
teenth century, that the sermons have ex- 
actly the same themes, the same horizon, 
the same wav of using the Bible, that 
were used by that old master of pulpit 
eloquence. Pastor John Chrysostom—all 
this has had and will continue to have 
enormous appeal. Presbyterians need not 
suppose that all the antique shops are 
in other churches: we have or own anti- 
quarians, who if they cannot exactly 


MARCH 28, 1955 


claim the Year One for their traditions, 
will settle for 1861, which is by this time 
a very respectable distance in the past. 


UT there are also Reproductions 

among churches, as in the gift-shop. 
These are churches which cannot fairly 
claim, and make no attempt to claim, that 
they actually go back to bygone centuries. 
All they claim is that they are exact re- 
plicas of the Year 33 Model. They may 
have begun their present existence in the 
nineteenth century, but they claim to have 
the precise form of the distant past. Now 
there are persons who go in for repreduc- 
tions. If they cannot be told from the 
originals, and if they are, as is natural, 
cheaper and more durable, why bother 
with antiques when you can get these 
clever modern reproductions? Besides, 
your reproduction can sport without apol- 
ogy some gadget, some out-of-sight piece 
of hardware, some electric socket or loud 
speaker, that would not be found in a 
real antique. The beauty of the old plus 
the usefulness of the new—that is the 
idea behind reproductions. 

So churches of this type are not only 
more popular, in America at least, than 
those of the antique stamp; they are rath- 
er more vigorous, they have a sturdiness 
about them which is admirable. Less 
admirable is their claim to be genuine 
reproductions, especially as the period 
thev aim to reproduce is about the middle 
of the First Century. For we do have, 
as was noted just now, some pretty au- 
thentic pictures drawn by reliable con- 
temporary artists of the First Century 
Model, and no church in our times re- 
sembles it as closely as any of the Eccle- 
siastical Reproductions claim to do. The 
modern gadgets are a little too prominent, 
and the general lines are different to a 
discerning eye. They are like an antique 
sofa emitting from its back the sounds of 
Liberace: or like a stream-lined stage- 
coach. There’s no use streamlining a 
stagecoach, and if vou do it isn’t a stage- 
coach any more. 


LSO there are churches that have 

Gifts, or are gifts. These are not nec- 
essarily in a different class from the an- 
tiques or the reproductions, though they 
may be so. The main question about a gift 
is not how old it is, or how closely it re- 
sembles something that used to be but isn’t 
any more. The question about a gift is 
what present satisfaction and what future 
usefulness it can bring with it. The an- 
tique is something to look at, something to 
cherish—but not to use. The reproduc- 
tion too often is no more than misplaced 
nostalgia made visible. But the gift looks 
to the future, is built for present and 


future. And—if it has learned anything 
from the Antique, as well it may—the 
Gift will not be so useful that it forgets 
to be beautiful as well. 

God send us more churches that are 
gifts! Churches that make the communi- 
ties where they stand, grateful for their 
being there. Churches that bring and 
give instead of take; churches that do 
something more than stand in a corner, 
lovely and quaint and useless; churches 
that are functional, set up for work now 
and in future years, churches that do not 
fear to start tradit‘cns and are not 
ashamed to part with them when their 
time is past. Net spindly bizarre churches, 
like some modernistic furniture, but solid, 
unpretentious, with a simple beauty of 
faith and life. Churches that are gifts 
of God because they have the Gift of God, 
churches that have not turned the Holy 
Spirit himself into an antique, but will 
recognize that authentic Voice, that liv- 
ing Presence, in contemporary crises; 
whose top question will always be, not 
How do we look? but rather What can 
we do? 
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Sardis Church Case 
Reaches Compromise 


The long drawn-out Sardis church case 
in Charlotte, N. C., was recently settled by 
bringing both sides to an acceptable set- 
tlement. This occurred just after the 
jury was drawn for the second trial when 
the sum of $62,500 was agreed upon for 
the purchase of the property involved. 

The issue arose three years ago when 
the Sardis church of the Associate Re 
formed body was transferred by its pres- 
bytery to the U. S. Presbytery of Meck- 
lenbu’g, following endorsement of the 
step by the General Synod, the highest 
church court. 

After the transfer was effected about 30 
members of the Sardis church joined with 


the trustees of the AR Synod, instituting 
court proceedings to have the property 
declared to be theirs. The Sardis church 
contended that since the transaction was 
approved by both presbytery and General 
Synod it was legal. 

Last year, in an effort to avoid further 
envolvements, the Sardis congregation of- 
fered $50,000 for the property, but the 
trustees declined. The trial which fol- 
lowed ended in no agreement and retrial 
was scheduled. 

The compromise which has been 
reached is in terms of a “consent judg- 
ment,” indicating that the law was not 
applied; that the court acted only in exe- 
cuting the agreement. Participants are 
stressing this fact, pointing out that no 
precedent has been established. For the 
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purposes of settlement, the Sardis church 
agreed that the property belong to the AR 
trustees. For the same purpose the trustees 
agreed that they did not have full con- 
trol, but bound themselves to sell at a 
specified price. It is understood that the 
Sardis people were willing to offer the 
sum which was finally accepted a year 
«ego but the trustees insisted on “‘all or 
nothing.” 

Plans are already drawn up looking 
toward a major building program for 
Sardis, located as it is in a growing and 
expanding community. A new education 
wing is planned, and later a new sanc- 
tuary. 


Labor Leader Lauds 
Southern Churches 


New York (rNS)—Churches in the 
southern states were lauded here by a 
labor leader for having been “‘the greatest 
social force” toward achieving acceptance 
of the U.S. Supreme Court decision out- 
lawing segregation in public schools. 

The praise was given by Lawrence 
Rogin, education director of the Textile 
Workers Union of America (CIO), at the 
annual Washington’s Birthday Confer- 
ence sponsored by the American Labor 
Education Service. 

This year’s conference was attended by 
120 leaders in workers’ education, union 
officials, and professors of economics and 
industrial relations. It was held at the 
New School for Social Research here. 

During a discussion of labor educa- 
tion problems arising from the Supreme 
Court decision, some speakers said com- 
munity mores are usually the stumbling 
block to progress and suggested that the 
churches should “do a better job” of 
improving these standards and attitudes. 

Mr. Rogin replied that the churches in 
the South had taken a “courageous” 
stand in the matter. 

“Despite great opposition they, par- 
ticularly those of the Protestant denom- 
inations, have taken a strong position in 
favor of integration and have been a 
leavening influence,” he said. ‘We need 
this very close cooperation. In many 
communities, it has been far in advance 
of that offered by members of unions.” 

Labor unions must undertake frank 
self-examination to eliminate the “gap 
between high policy and local perform- 
ance” when it comes to racial integra- 
tion, Mr. Rogin said. 
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He added that his experience had fa- 
miliarized him with the situation in Vir- 
ginia and the Carolinas and there he 
had seen the churches assuming “an out- 
standing responsibility” in carrying out 
the spirit of the high tribunal’s deci- 
sion. 


Christian Citizens Group 
Issues Voters Guide 

BALTIMORE, Mp. (RNS)—A “Voters 
Guide” to the primary election March 1 
to nominate candidates for mayor and 
other Baltimore civic offices were dis- 
tributed to the electorate here by the 
United Christian Citizens of Baltimore, 
en independent non-denominational 
group. 

The guide listed candidates in both 
the Democratic and Republican parties 
whom it recommended on the basis of 
replies to questionnaires, interviews by a 
screening committee “and/or other avail- 
able information.” 

“Every citizen should vote,” it said. 
“This Voters Guide is issued to encour- 
age all to do so.” 

The literature also urged voters to 
“be sure your church, if it is located with- 
in the city limits, has an adequate supply 
of these Guides for distribution.” 

“Please accept our cordial thanks,” it 
added, and remember that ‘When the 
righteous are in authority, the people 
rejoice; but when the wicked beareth 
tule, the people mourn’ (Proverbs 
29:2).” 


South Carolina Students 
Face Action Principles 


Criinton, S. C. (RNS) — Christians 
must become concerned about the en- 
vironment of people as well as about 
their salvation, the first annual Christian 
Action Seminar for South Carolina col- 
lege students was told here. 

Carl R. Pritchett, pastor of the An- 
derson First Presbyterian church, out- 
lined five principles for the students, who 
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Results: — 
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below was run in 
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Our Assurance of Eternal Life 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for April 10, 1955 


1 Corinthians 15:3-10,53-59 


For our Easter lesson this year we 
turn to Paul’s first epistle to the Corin- 
thians, to a passage which is of particular 
interest at this season because of the light 
which it throws on the future life. The 
letter was written by Paul in Ephesus 
during the course of his third missionary 
journey. It was written by the church in 
Corinth in response to certain definite 
inquiries on their part and because of 
certain information which had reached 
Paul regarding the situation in that city. 
One of the most serious problems the 
church faced was the problem of the resur- 
rection. It seems that there were certain 
people in the church who were unable to 
accept the comfort afforded by this great 
Christian hope. 


|. The Certainty of the Resurrection, 

15:1-34 

Paul speaks first of the resurrection of 
Christ and then of the resurrection of 
believers. 

1. The Resurrection of Christ, 15:1- 
11. The fact that Jesus Christ arose 
from the dead, says Paul, is an essential 
part of the gospel which has entered into 
your Christian experience (1-4). It was 
an essential part of the gospel which I 
preached, which you received, on which 
your Christian experience has been based, 
and on which your Christian hopes are 
founded. It is a fact which rests on the 
indisputable testimony of authoritative 
witnesses (persons still living and on 
whom the Corinthians could call, there- 
fore, for verification). On this point, 
Paul continues, all the apostles are in 
exact accord (9-11). On some points 
thev may have differed, but not on this. 

The fact that the early church based 
its whole gospel upen the resurrection 
of Jesus is an excellent argument that the 
grave was actually empty. All his ene- 
mies needed to do was to produce his 
body and the whole movement weuld have 
collapsed. 

2. The Resurrection of Believers, 
15:12-34. If Christ arose, Paul argues 
in this section, then believers in Christ 
shall also arise. Paul argues this point, 
first negatively (13-19), and then posi- 
tively (20-28). 

First negatively. If you deny the pos- 
sibility of a bodily resurrection, then you 
likewise deny the possibility of Jesus’ 
resurrection. And if Christ be not raised, 
then our witness is false; and not only 
that, but Christianity has lost its content 
and value. In that case those who have 
fallen asleep in Jesus have perished, and 
we whose hope is confined to this life 
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are of all people the most to be pitied. 
We ure to be pitied above all other men, 
Paul means, because having made great 
sacrifices, we receive no recompense; we 
cherish the greatest hopes only to be 
utterly disappointed. 

The argument so far has been that ‘it 
cannot be true that the dead do not rise 
because of the consequences involved. 
Paul now turns to the brighter side. 

“But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead.” The “in fact” is tri- 
umphant, emphatic. It is a horrible night- 
mare that Paul has pictured. Now he 
shakes it off. “If Christ has not been 
raised, vour faith is futile, but in fact 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.” On the first day of the week 
following the Passover, the first fruits of 
the harvest were given to God as a con- 
secration and pledge of the whole. As 
the first fruits were typical of the whole 
harvest, so also is Christ typical of the 
complete resurrection of believers. Jesus 
rose not to the exclusion, but to the in- 
clusion of all believing humanity. ‘‘For 
as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 
“ll be made alive.”’ Some students think 
that this verse means that all men shall 
be ultimately saved in Christ. It is more 
commonly understood to mean that all 
believers in Christ shall be saved, and 
this seems to be confirmed by the follow- 
ing verse, “But each in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits, then at his coming 
those who helong to Christ.” 

Thrilled with the idea of believers’ 
resurrection in Christ, Paul -goes on to 
speak of the ultimate consequences of the 
resurrection of Christ, the ultimate vic- 
tory when all things shall have been sug- 
jected to Christ and he shall finally sur- 
render his kingdom to the Father that 
God may be all and in all. 


ll. The Nature of the Resurrection, 

15:35-57 

In the first rart of the chapter Paul 
has argued that Christ arose and that it 
follows from this fact that believers in 
Christ shall also arive. But if this is 
conceded, questions will come to the mind, 
two in particular: (1) How are the dead 
raised, and (2) with what body? These 
questions were the more likely to be asked 
because of the doctrine of the resurrection 
which was taught by the rabbis. They 
held that the resurrection was a restora- 
tion, pure and simple, of the present body 
by the reunion of the material elements 
of which it was composed. Some people 
still hold this idea of the resurrection, 


and the same questions come naturally to 
mind. The material elements of the body 
are scattered; they actually enter into the 
bodies of other men. How then are the 
dead raised, and with what body do they 
come ? 

1. In Regard to Those Who Die, 35-49. 

Paul sets forth the Christian faith, first, 
by an analogy from nature. The resur- 
rected body is not the old body, but a new 
body which has organic connections with 
the old, like an ear of corn which grows 
from the seed. ‘And what you sow is 
not the body which is to be, but a bare 
kernel, perhaps of wheat. . . . But God 
gives it a body as he has chosen. 
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. 
What is sown is perishable, what is raised 
is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, 
it is raised in glory. It is sown in weak- 
ness, it is raised in power. It is sown 
a physical body, it is raised a spiritual 
body.” 

Many Christians think that the body 
put in the grave will be raised. Paul 
tells us very plainly that this is not the 
case. It will be a new body, a different 
body, no longer a material body, but a 
spiritual body (i.e., one composed of 
spirit, not matter), one, however, that is 
vitally, organically connected with the 
old. 

2. In Regard to Those Who Are Liv- 
ing at the Time of Christ’s Return, 50-58. 
In the previous paragraph Paul has used 
an analogy to make his point clear; here 
he argues from the nature of the kingdom 
itself. The argument from analogy has 
applied specifically to those who die be- 
fore the return of Christ; the argument 
from the nature of the kingdom applies 
not only to those who die, but also to 
those who are living at the time of his 
coming. In general, Paul’s position is 
that the spiritual nature of the kingdom 
makes it inevitable that the bodies of 
both living and dead be transformed into 
spiritual bodies. 

“IT tell you this, brethren: flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 
nor does the perishable inherit the im- 
perishable.” In the previous paragraph 
he had shown that according to the ana- 
logy of nature it was natural for us to 
have a new body fit for our new estate. 
Here he indicates that it is necessary 
from the spiritual nature of the kingdom. 
Our present human body will not be able 
to participate in that perfected environ- 
ment which we call the kingdom of God. 
A physical body (flesh and blood) would 
he a curtain to veil us from the face of 
God—too weak an instrument to bear 
such emotions, too dull an agent to exe- 
cute the works to be done in the new 
state. “Flesh and blood” in the first 
part of the verse refers to those still liv- 
ing: “the perishable” (‘“corruption” in 
the Kjv) refers to the body from which 
the life has passed. The living then can- 
net inherit the kingdom with their present 
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mortal bodies: the dead cannot enter it 
with the bodies which they formerly pos- 
sessed. 

“Lo! I tell you a mystery,” Paul con- 
tinues, and here, as elsewhere in the New 
Testament, ‘‘mystery’ means not some- 
thing mysterious, but a secret, which 
could not be known except through revela- 
tion. “We shall not all sleep, (i.e., die), 
but we shall all be changed.” Perhaps 
Paul thought that some of his own genera- 
tion would not die before Chist returned; 
whether or not this is the fact, his words 
apply to the generation that is living at 
the Second Coming. Not all shall die, 
but all, living and dead, shall be changed. 
Changed in many ways, for which we 
should be duly grateful. But Paul is 
speaking of one particular thing—the 
change from the material realm to the 
spiritual, from perishable to imperishable, 
from mortality to immortality.” 

“In a moment”—no long drawn-out 
process, but immediately, “in the twin- 
kling of an eye, at the last trumpet.” 
This does not mean that an actual trumpet 
shall be blown which all men in all parts 
of the world shall hear at the same iden- 
tical moment. It is a part of the eschata- 
logical language of the time. The point 
is that the resurrection of the dead and 
the transformation of the living shall be 
simultaneous. For perishable flesh must 
give way to that which is imperishable to 
participate in the heavenly kingdom, and 
those who are living, but mortal, must 
put on immortality. 

The thought of this double victory, the 
transformation of the bodies of those who 
are still alive and the new body given to 
those who have died, leads Paul to break 
out in his closing rhapsody: “Then shall 
come to pass the saying that is written: 
‘Death is swallowed up in_ victory’ 
(Isaiah 25:3). There follows a bit of 
poetry quoted from Hosea 13:14: “O 
death, where is thy victory ?—the victory 
hitherto so universal and so feared, a 
victory now forever lost, because death’s 
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moved this sting from death? It is Jesus 
to whom Paul’s heart goes out in bound- 
less praise; Jesus who is giving us the 
victory over both sin and death. The 
present tense may indicate that Paul re- 
gards the victory as already won. More 
likely he thinks of it as a process con- 
tinually going on as Christians appro- 
priate what has been won for them in 
Christ, and in his strength conquer the sin 
in their lives. 


ill. The Results of the Resurrection 

What is the practical value of this doc- 
trine? Paul tells us in vs. 58: ‘“There- 
fore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 
immovable” (Steadfast in faith, immov- 
able in hope). We must get rid of our 
skepticism and uncertainty and learn to 
be firmly seated, able to resist false teach- 
ings and other influences that would carry 
us away, unafraid of the future, what- 
ever may occur. 

This is a vital exhortation for the pres- 
ent day when death for ourselves and 
for our loved ones is so much on our 
minds. There was a time when death 
filled me a nameless dread. But it was 
borne to me on the battlefields of France, 
where I saw the bodies of men torn and 
scattered, that the body is only the cloth- 
ing of the soul, which it discards at last, 
as we do an outworn garment, while the 
victims have been restored and death’s 
future power annihilated. “O death, 
where is they sting?” Here death is 
represented as a venomous creature which 
brings pain and then dissolution, now 
rendered harmless, because its sting has 
been removed. 

What is it that makes death so fearful, 
that gives death its sting? It is sin, says 
Paul. Some take this to mean that the 
reason we fear death is because we are 
sinners and fear the wrath of God; others 
think that the sting of death is sin because 
it is through sin that death has come into 
the world. The power of sin is the law 
because there could be no sin were there 
no law. And who is it that has re- 
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soul itself wings its way back to God 
who gave it. : 
“Why be afraid of Death, as though your 
life were breath? 
Death but anoints your eyes with clay, 
O glad surprise! 
Why should you be forlorn? Death only 
husks the corn. 
Why should you fear to meet the thresh- 
er of the wheat? 
Is sleep a thing to dread? Yet sleeping, 
you are dead 
Till you awake and rise, here or beyond 
the skies. 
Why not with happy shout, run home 
when school is out? 
The dear ones left behind! O foolish one 
and blind; 
A day, and you will meet; a night, and 
you will greet! 
This is the end of Death, to breathe 
away a breath 
And know the end of strife, and taste the 
deathless life, 
And joy without a fear and smile with- 
out a tear, 
And work, nor care to rest, and find the 
last the best.” 


The author of these lines, Maltbie D. 
Babcock, was a brilliant Presbyterian 
minister who died at the early age of 43. 

For the Christian, death has lost its 
sting. “Therefore, my beloved brethren, 
be steadfast, immovable. . . .”” But there 
is a second consequence — “always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.” 
Every word counts. We must not be 
satisfied with little, but rather seek to 
abound. We are to abound—not in dis- 
putation, not in words, not in good in- 
tentions, not in wealth, but in work. Not 
in any work, but in the work of the Lord, 
the work which he has given us to do, 
the task which he has committed to us, 
whatever it may be. And we must never 
tire or grow weary—“always abounding 
in the work of the Lord”—because no 
work for him is ever wasted. We may 
think we accomplish little. But our labor 
is not “in vain in the Lord.” It shall 
bear its fruit in all the years which are 
to come. Our present life is only a prep- 
aration for that life which shall never 
end. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
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BOOK NOTES 





SELECTED passages for children from 
the Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible may be published by the National 
Council of Churches. How the respective 
Boards of Christian Education respond 
to the possibilities will determine whether 
or not it is done. 
ca * * 
TWO John Knox Press books, by Agnes 
Lee Humphrey, have been particularly 
well received. Heaven in My Hand, five 
years out, has passed the 60,000 mark in 
print; Angels in Pinafores has gone to 
20,000 copies in print. 
* * 
FICTION contest sponsored by Zonder- 
van Publishing House offers three 
prizes: $4,000, $750 and $250, with a 
deadline of Dec. 31, 1956. A contest for 
full-length religious plays offers $100, 
$75 and $50, with a deadline of Oct. 31 
this year. 
¢ *@ * 
LANDMARK Books (Random House) 
have sold nearly five million copies. 
There are now 50 titles in the American 
Landmark series and 17 World Land- 
marks. These deal with great events and 
people of history in a thrilling manner. 
* * * 
ABINGDON Press has scheduled a new 
book by John A. Redhead (First 
church, Greensboro, N. C.) for May 9 
publication: Learning to Have Faith, a 
companion volume of sermons to Getting 
to Know God. 
* * * 
TRUSTEES of the Binghampton, N. Y., 
public library seem to feel that to be 
forewarned is to be forearmed. They 
recently told the library’s director to resist 
“volunteer” censors who might try to 
dictate the choice of books through a 
“coercive concept of Americanism.” “In 
no case,” they said, ‘‘shall any book be 
excluded merely because of race or na- 
tionality or the political views of the 
writer.” No such attempt has been made, 
they said, but they just wanted to be on 
record. 
* * * 
NEW book of Anne Lindbergh is called 
Gift of the Sea. It is being published 
by Pantheon Books, N. Y. Advance bill- 
ing describes it as ‘‘one of the few really 
significant books ever written on being a 
woman.’ Excerpts are in Harper’s Bazaar 
and a condensation will appear in April 
Reader’s Digest. Published this month, 
$2.75. 
x * * 
THE works of Jonathan Edwards will 
be published by Yale University in 
three volumes. This will be a complete 
edition, containing some material never 
before published. Last year Yale cele- 
| the 250th anniversary of Edwards’ 
irth. 
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ALTHOUGH Baptist scholars were con- 

sultants in the preparation of the Re- 
vised Standard Version of the Bible, some 
of them don’t like it even a little bit. A 
privately printed volume (Vantage Press) 
has just appeared, written by W. C. Tay- 
lor. Four brief chapters tell what he likes 
about it, the remaining 20 take up what 
he dislikes. He looks upon it as a great 
conspiracy against the Baptists, although 
he says “the translators have repeatedly 
disavowed any doctrinal or anti-Baptist 
bias. The New Bible, Pro and Con, 351 
pp., 53.50. 

KATHERINE, WIFE OF LUTHER. By Clara 
S. Schreiber. 231 pp., Muhlenburg Press, 
Philadelphia. $2.75. 

Katherine von Bora escaped from a 
convent in a tradesman’s wagon. It was 
an adventure, and Mrs. Schreiber, be- 
ginning with this adventure, weaves a 
good story and character portrait of the 
proud and efficient personality. There is 
a background of patient research evident 
in the book. Material ‘‘for Kate,” ac- 
cording to the author, was difficult to 
find, requiring digging into many age- 


old German books, scripts and pictures. 

The biography is very well done. (Mrs. 
Schreiber won first prize in the Chicago 
Midwestern Writers’ Conference with it.) 
There are many unforgettable scenes: the 
writing of Ein Feste Burg; the writing of 
a lullaby; the death of Madge. ‘There 
is an authentic ring in thé words of the 
bereaved father. To his children: ‘“Part- 
ing breaks the heart.” To his philoso- 
pher friend: ‘And yet dear Philip, in 
my spirit I am happy.” To his wife he 
speaks of the heavenly hope and adds: 
“Ts it not a glorious comfort, dear Kate?” 

The language, the times, the person- 
ality of both Kate and Martin Luther 
stand out clearly. 

EVELYN LUCHs. 

Evanston, II. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Cross, Sword and Arrow. Gladys H. 
Barr. Abingdon Press, Nashville. $3.00. 

Grugan’s God. F. Emerson Andrews. 
Muhlenburg Press, Philadelphia. $3.00. 

Meditations on the Gospel of St. John. 
Edward N. West. Harper & Bros.. N. Y. 
$2.00. 














How to be an 
Effective Church Woman 


By Carotyn P. Birackwoop. How women 

can achieve greater recognition in the Church 

and make greater contributions to its work. 
$2.50 


How Christian Parents 
Face Family Problems 


By J. C. Wynn. A wise, reassuring, always 
cheerful book on perplexing everyday 


problems. 


$2.50 


A Serious Call to a 
Devout and Holy Life 


By Witt1am Law. (Edited and abridged by 
John W. Meister and others). A new, abridged 
edition in modern English that makes Law's 


message Clear to all readers. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


Wm. Knight Thompson, formerly of 
Wagram, N. C., is pastor of the Palmetto, 
Fla., church, 630 9th Ave. 

Wallace Thurman 
Ohio, to Ava, Il. 

F. E. King from 
the First Church, 
Memphis, Texas. 

Joe T. Sudduth, 
has accepted a 
Church near 
June 1, 

S. Lawrence Kurtz, West View Church, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., has accepted a call to 
the Ninth Church, Philadelphia. 

Randolph W. Graham from Greenville, 
S. C., to Chaplain list Lt., A02254630, 
6110th USAF Hosp., APO 1054, San 
Francisco. 

Paul A. Chesney from Portsmouth, Va., 
to 126 Sheridan Ct., Fort Hill, Charleston, 
W. Va., effective Apr. 1 (Ruffner Church). 

Archie C. McKee, assistant to the pres- 
ident at Union Seminary, Va., will be- 
come pastor of the Lenoir, N. C., church 
next summer. 

Henry L. Sneed from St. 
to Flemington, Ga. 

Geo. H. Hurst from 
lough to Caixa 12, 
Brazil. 

William B. Abbott pastor in Berryville, 
Va., has announced that he will offer his 
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General Assembly 
Commissioners 


resignation in a March 27 congregational 
meeting because of the failure of his 
officers to suport his request that mem- 
bership be opened to Negroes. 

George B. Williams, Jr., has resigned 
as pastor of Trinity church, Havelock, 
N. C., because of leukemia. He is being 
treated in the Veterans Hospital in Hous- 
ton, Texas. 


DEATHS 

James O. Shelby, 79 retired missionary, 
died in San Luis Potosi, Mexico, March 
10. Dr. Shelby made his home with his 
daughter, Margaret, a missionary. He 
went out in missionary service in 1901, 
retiring in 1945, but continuing to serve 
in various ways so long as his health 
permitted. 

Gilbert Gordon Parkinson, 86, a pro- 
fessor at Erskine Seminary for more than 
a half-century, died at his home in Due 
West, S. C., March 17. 

John L. McKinstry, 76, Blue Mountain, 
Miss., died in Memphis, Tenn., Feb. 15. 


R. E. W. LEADERS 


Stuart D. Currie, who is taking post- 
graduate work at Emory University, 
recently led Religious Emphasis Week 
at Southwestern at Memphis. 

James R. Hine, McKinley Foundation, 
University of Illinois, and James Boren, 
Westminster Foundation of Minnesota, 
recently participated in a consultative 
conference of deans of students and pro- 
fessional religious workers of 12 mid- 
western universities. Mr. Boren will lead 
the Religion in Life Week at Bemidji 
(Minn.) State Teachers College soon. 


DEGREES 
Presbyterian College (SS. C.) 
award the following’ honorary 
at the June commencement: 
D.D.: Cliff H. McLeod, Sumter, S. C., 
and Clarence E. Piephoff, College Park, 
Ga.; LL.D.: G. Creighton Frampton, 
Charleston, S. C. 


will 
degrees 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 


Lauris B. Whitman, Baptist 
in religious research of 


specialist 
Madison, N. J., 


has been named executive director of 
the Bureau of Research and Survey of 
the National Council of Churches. He 
succeeds David W. Barry who resigned 
in January. The 18 research studies cur- 
rently underway in this bureau range 
from a study of the distribution of 
churches and their members by counties 
to a survey of the churches’ role in social 
welfare. Dr. Whitman has been serving 
as the NCC director of field research, 


UNION SEMINARY, N. Y. 


Ralph D. Hyslop has been named pro- 
fessor of ecumenical studies and asso- 
ciate director of the program of advanced 
religious studies at Union Seminary, 
N. Y. He is now on the faculty of the 
Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, 
Calif. Twenty students, most of whom 
are from other countries, are to be 
brought to the seminary next year under 
fellowships made possible by the Rocke- 
feller Foundation as a part of the five- 
year program which Dr. Hyslop will 
direct. 


IN SCOTLAND 


John S. Bonnell, Fifth Avenue church, 
New York, flew to Scotland, upon invita- 
tion, to participate in the first week of 
the Billy Graham campaign there. He 
was to address meetings of ministers of 
all denominations, returning to New 
York by March 27. 
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Lists of commissioners to the 1955 Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., in Richmond, Va., June 2, are now 
appearing here. Others will follow by 
synods as they become available. 


SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 
Abingdon—(M) Ben F. Glade 
Springs; F. J. Brooke, Abingdon; Thompson 
I. Davis, (E)* Preston S. Copenhaver, Ma- 
rion; Robt. E. Kell, Bristol; Carl H. 


Brown, 


Long, 
Fries. 

Asheville—(M) J. Rupert McGregor, Mon- 
treat; Paul N. (E) Edward G. 
Roberts, Nelson Bell, 
treat. 


Gresham, 
Asheville; L. Mon- 

Holston—(M) S. H. Hay 
A. Fry, Jr., R. T. L. Liston, 
Morrison, Bristol; G. B. 
ecutt; Robt. E. Marshall, Mountain City. 

Knoxville—(M) Mack, 
Reuben T. Allen, Jr., Alcoa; N. 
Chattanooga; J. W. 
Reynolds, 


, Morristown; T. 
mm Rm 
Forbes, Honey- 
Jos. Knoxville, 
E. Oplinger, 
Dunlap, (E) R. S. 
Fountain City; C. H. Walker, 
Chattanooga; T. Mack Blackburn, Knox- 
ille; John Llewellyn, Madisonville. 


*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner's name, his 
home town is the next one listed. 


John R. Cunningham, President 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Consecrated to Learning 
and to 
Spiritual Growth 


1955 


Davidson, N. C. 








Write: 


Competitive Scholarships Available 
Dean Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 


FLORA MACDONALD 
COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 








Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 


Separate Campuses ..... 


for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. 
terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. Fraternities. 


Walter A. Groves, Ph. D., President 
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